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This was a historic event with direct signifi-

cance to the Allies’ victory of World War II. On 
May 20, 1941, thousands of German para-
troopers and gliders began landing on Crete. 
Both the Allies and Nazis wanted Crete be-
cause of its strategic location. At that time the 
British controlled the island. It was a very 
strong point on the lifeline to India and pro-
tected both Palestine and Egypt. 

The Nazi invasion force included the elite 
German paratroopers and glider troops. Hitler 
felt this was to be an easy victory, yet he is 
quoted to have said shortly after the invasion, 
‘‘France fell in 8 days. Why is Crete free?’’ 

The invasion of Crete took eleven days. It 
resulted in more than 6,000 German troopers 
listed as killed, wounded, or missing in action. 
The losses to the elite 7th parachute division 
were felt so hard by the German Military that 
it signified the end of large-scale airborne op-
erations. 

This valiant fight by the Cretan people 
began in the first hour of the Nazi airborne in-
vasion, in contrast to the European under-
ground movements that took a year or more 
after being invaded to begin. 

Young boys, old men and women displayed 
breathtaking bravery in defending their Crete. 
German soldiers never got used to Cretan 
women fighting them. They would tear the 
dress from the shoulders of suspected women 
to find bruises from the recoil of the rifle. The 
penalty was death. 

On July 28, 1941, The Times (London) re-
ported that ‘‘five hundred Cretan women have 
been deported to Germany for taking part in 
the defense of their native island.’’ 

Another surprise for the German soldiers 
who invaded Crete was the heroic resistance 
of the clergy. A priest leading his parishioners 
into battle was not what the Germans antici-
pated. At Paleochora, Father Stylianos 
Frantzeskis, hearing of the German airborne 
invasion, rushed to his church, sounded the 
bell, took his rifle and marched his volunteers 
toward Maleme to write history. 

This struggle became an example for all Eu-
rope to follow in defying German occupation 
and aggression. 

The price paid by the Cretans for their val-
iant resistance to Nazi forces was high. Thou-
sands of civilians died from random execu-
tions, starvation, and imprisonment. The Ger-
mans burned and destroyed entire commu-
nities as a reprisal for the Cretan resistance 
movement. Yet this resistance lasted for four 
years. 

The Battle of Crete changed the final out-
come of World War II, and significantly con-
tributed in delaying Hitler’s plan to invade Rus-
sia. The invasion was delayed from April to 
June of 1941. 

The 2-month delay in the invasion made Hit-
ler’s forces face the Russian winter. 

The Russian snowstorms and the sub zero 
temperatures eventually stalled the Nazi inva-
sion before they could take Moscow or Lenin-
grad. This was the beginning of the downfall 
of the Nazi reign of terror. 

This significant battle and the heroic drive of 
the Cretan people must always be remem-
bered and honored. Democracy came from 
Greece, and the Cretan heroes exemplified 
the courage it takes to preserve it. 

Today, the courage and fortitude of the Cre-
tan people are seen in the members of the 
United Cretan Associations of New York which 
are located in Astoria, Queens. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the Cretans in the United States, Greece, and 
the diaspora. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF 
RICHARD MARTIN 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor a man who has 
dedicated his life to protecting our nation’s 
treasures so generations of Americans can 
continue to enjoy their riches. Richard Martin, 
Superintendent of Sequoia and Kings Canyon 
National Parks, is retiring after 48 years of 
federal land management service. 

Without question, my district has some of 
the finest landscapes in the world—from the 
High Sierras where these parks are found to 
the vast Central Valley where agriculture is 
king. All of these riches are interrelated. I 
came to know Superintendent Martin during 
his tenure of Sequoia and Kings Canyon Na-
tional Parks. Since day one, I have had the 
privilege of working closely with Dick to find 
solutions to critical visitor use issues and I 
have found him a man of his word and deed. 
I have been especially impressed with his abil-
ity to reach out to Valley residents to make the 
park more accessible. Dick has encouraged 
park staff to participate as active members of 
the many communities the park borders and 
discover how any park decision affects the 
neighborhood. He has developed close friend-
ships with Valley communities and provided 
park educational opportunities for all. 

Superintendent Martin has also tackled 
issues that go way beyond the National Park 
System to include the war on drugs. This is a 
problem no one expected the park staff to 
have to undertake until the disgusting dis-
covery of a re-routed mountain stream, 
poisoned by a time release fertilizer compo-
nent, irrigating hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars worth of marijuana. Automatic weapons, 
animal carcasses, and a landfill emitting meth-
ane gas, are often found in these illegal mari-
juana plantations within the park. I applaud 
Dick’s effort to eliminate this destructive cash 
crop and restore the stream and vegetation. 
We have visitors walking along trails near 
these locations and private property not far 
away—we want to ensure the safety of every-
one and Dick has taken this task to heart. 

Superintendent Martin’s career has spanned 
some of this nation’s most remote and vast 
landscapes, from the lowest in elevation— 
Death Valley National Park, to a far north lo-
cale at Alaska’s Wrangell St Elias National 
Park and Preserve, to Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks. Dick is an extraor-
dinary park manager with an eye on retaining 
our parks for future generations. He and I 
have found ways to provide access, along with 
preservation—all in a desire to maintain our 
national heritage. 

As the sun sets on his government career, 
I suspect that I will one day find him walking 
or riding along one of our western trails with 
his wife and four grown children. It will be 
great to see him continue to enjoy what he 
spent 48 years to protect. Dick, I wish you a 
hearty so-long and a fond farewell. 

INTRODUCING A BILL TO POST-
PONE THE 2005 ROUND OF DE-
FENSE BASE CLOSURE AND RE-
ALIGNMENT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce a bill to postpone the 2005 round of mili-
tary base closure and realignment. This bill 
would postpone the conclusion of the Realign-
ment report issued by the Department of De-
fense on 13 May 2005, as well as any pre-
ceding or subsequent plans that may ulti-
mately be enacted to close or realign military 
bases on U.S. territory. This bill will postpone 
such closures and realignments until a specific 
set of criteria have been fulfilled, including 
until both the Defense Department and Con-
gress have had the opportunity to fully study 
the recommendations and their implications for 
the national security and defense of the United 
States. 

This round of base closure and realignment 
also should not go forward while we have hun-
dreds of thousands of troops deployed over-
seas in major conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The constant rotation of troops and other 
personnel to these major theaters of oper-
ations has caused great disruption, logistical 
strain, and terrible burdens on our 
servicemembers, their families, and the mili-
tary itself. 

Also, we should not proceed with this round 
of base closures and realignments before the 
2006 release of the Quadrennial Defense Re-
view. Congress must have ample time to 
study the recommendations of the QDR before 
agreeing on any major closure and realign-
ment strategy. To do otherwise just does not 
make any sense. 

Mr. Speaker, for these and other reasons I 
feel it is essential—for the strength of our mili-
tary, the effectiveness of our defense, and the 
security of all Americans—that we postpone 
this round of BRAC closings until we are able 
to satisfy the critical criteria outlined in this bill. 
I hope my colleagues will join me by sup-
porting this legislation and I hope for its 
speedy consideration on the House Floor. 
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IN HONOR OF SALVATORE J. 
CHILIA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 19, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Salvatore J. Chilia, as the State of 
Israel Bonds is honoring his decades-long 
commitment and work in supporting and pro-
tecting the American worker. 

Mr. Chilia began work as an electrician with 
an apprenticeship in 1967. His service to 
workers began in 1977, when he was elected 
as an officer of Local 38’s examining board 
Mr. Chilia served seventeen years on the ex-
ecutive board, including nine years as chair-
man. In 1989, he was elected president of 
Local 38, working on behalf of 2,200 active 
members and 850 retirees. Throughout his 
tenure as board member, president and chair-
man, Mr. Chilia maintained an unwavering 
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